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INTRODUCTION

ON April 3rd and 4th was held at Bhakna Kalan, the villagze of the veteran
revolutionary, Baba Sohan Siugh Bhakua, the seventh session of the All~
India Kisan Subha.

It was the first session to take up seriously thie question of
Kisan Sabha as an organisation. None of the previous ssix sessions tock
up the vital problem of Kisan Sabha as an organisation so coneretely and in
detail as this session did.

Comrade Bankim Mukherjee, the President of the Session, concluded
his opening speech with the stirring call: “‘Build the Kisan Sabhl in 1943 and
make its functioning apparatus as strong and vast as the kisun population
of the country.”

‘ The main resolution adopted at the Session ‘‘noted that the Kisan
Sabha organisation was lagging behind,”” and, therefore, resolved that ‘‘the
time has come when special attention should be paid to consolidating the

*,Kisan Movement into solid Kisan organisation’ and that to this end, certain
steps should be taken. .

The first meeting of the new A. L. K. C. took conerete decisions to
implement this slogan by giving quotas to all provinces.

The delegates, therefore, went out to their provinces with the firm
determination to build the Kisan Sabhas as a firm rock on whiich the plotting
and manoeuvering of all enemies of our country will flounder.

A Growing Mass Organisatiom

The basis of this call for solid organisation lay in the gigantic mass
movement that is the All-India Kisan Sabha today. Barring the Indian
National Congress, there is no organisation so countrywide, so powerful, so
popalar as the All-India Kisan Sabha. Neither the imperialist repression
nor the fifth column disruption would prevent us from serving the kisans in
their distress, enrolling them in large numbers into Kisan Sabha, holding
election meetings to send delegates to the All-India Sessiom and otherwise
unify the movement on an All-India basis.

Bengal and Surma Valley—-the provinces which are the victims of Jap
bombing and have today been declared ‘“‘raid areas’ enrolled 83,16~ and
11,540 members respectively. 18 delegates from Bengal and 2 from Surma
Valley attended the Bhakna Session.

Andhra which had to face two bombings, which lost more Kisan
workers since August 9 than during the imperialist war and which had in
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addition, to undergo the ditlicultics put in the way of Kisun work by the .-

Ranga group, enrolled 55,360 members and sent 12 delegates to the Session .

Kerala awd Utkal, two other threatened provinces, enrolled 14,786
and 4,224 members respectively. 2 delegates from Kerala and 1 frow Utkal
attended the Session.

Behar and U. P. had to suffer the utmost in India from the brutel
repression that followed the Auvust Crisis. [t was here too that the Q. S. L,
and Forward Bloc distuptors of the Kisan Sabha worked their utmost to carry
out their disruptive plans. Still 27,158 and 12,146 members wore eurollad
in Behar and U. P. respectively. 11 delogates from Behar and $ from U. 1.
attended the Seasion.

Maharashtra with 9,996 members enrolled and 2 delegates attendin g
the Session, Gujerat with 4,636 mambers and 2 delegates, Vidarbha with
2,448 members and 1 delegate, Sind with 2,004 members and 3 delegates,
Assam  Valley with 1,008 members and s Provincial Kisan Sabha but no
delegate at Bhakna and Gwalior State with 960 members and 1 delegate
complete the pietare. Had it not heen for the total rounding up of the em-
tire Provincial Kisan leaderahip of the Frontier Province and the slow pace
at which local kisan work is developing in Tamilnad, we could have had =1
session at which almost all provinees in India would have haditheir represen .
tatives at Bhakna. .

At no other time in its history has the Kisan Sabha had so
countrywide an organisation with properly constituted provin-
cial Kisan Sabhas. Not even the Gaya session which was repre~
sentative of 6 lakh members had so many provincial units; and
if it had not been for this year’s political crisis, the Gaya figure of
6 lakhs would have been exceeded now.

A Nation of Mass Mobilisers

In the above description of provinces, I have left out Punjab and that
deliberately.

The Punjab is unique not only as the province which organised this
year's Session. It is also unigue because it is the province where revolution-
ary traditions have gone deep into the villages for nearly half-a—centary. To
visit Bhakna, the home village of Baba Sohan Singh, is itself an inspiration
to any young patriot who is humbly trying to assimilate and carry forward
the traditions that the hoary Baba has built up; to find that the Baba,
though the tallest and most respected of the old veterans, has comrades and
colleagues nearly as eminent as himself is a pleasant surprise; but to see tens
of old men of 60 and 70 acting as volunteers and hundreds of 70 and 80
years attending the Session, applauding the speakers and otherwise particip-
ating in the demonstration is an honour which anybody outside the Punjab
cannot even dream today.

T iy Y
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To mention this is not s more sentimontal tribute to thae Lome ol re-

volutionary activity. It is this revolutionary past, its living link with ihe
present generation, the close and loyal co-operation that exists  hetweon Lhe
80 and 70 year—old Babas and all subsequent generations, imcluding tho
boys and girls in their teens that made the All-India Kisan Saibhia Scysion
possible. The collection of tents that rose day by day amidst whoat fivids
for accommodation of delegates and leaders, the wonderfvl langerr ( free kit.-
chen ) which fed over 10,000 people on three consecutive days, the tens and

hundreds of Kisans who came in jatias fron. distaut places, t he thousands
who went about from the pundal to the Exhibition Hall, from there again to
the camps and then to the pandal-these and other marvels of meass mobilin-
tion were possible simply bocause generations of patriots rangimg from the
old Ghadr Puarty to the group of patriots thrown up during th e imporialist
war are today united around the slogan of people’s mobilisation for people’s
war and did therefore sink tuemselves in the work of making Bh akua Sesiion
a success.

If it is true that the index of mass mobilisation is the extent to which
you have been able to mobilisc the women, the Bhakna Session is a glowing
tribute to the mobilising power of the Punjab girl comrades. Not only did
over 1,000 women attend the Kisan Sabba and the Kisan Women’s Confor-
‘@noe, but, of these 125 women acted as volunteers at the langar (£ree kitchen)
and at the session. The dramas that they staged, the speechres that thoy
made at their own Conference, the stirring message which one of them gave to
the Xigan Sabha itself—all these were a measure of their organising capacity
and devotion to the cause.

Organisation Lagging Behind The Solution

‘That all this mobilising power remains unharnessed-both
in the Punjab as well as in other provinces-is the central lesson
that the session learnt in its main resolution on organisa tion.

In his preliminary remarks to the Central Kisan Council and to the
Subjects Committee, Swamiji gave a very good example of how the Kisan
Sabha organisation is being neglected. He pointed out that, barring Bongal,
no other province has sent its Annual Report to the Central Office. Ho
had, therefore, to prepare his own Aunual Repot from information which he
could collect from Press reports. Even this had to be dome at the last
moment so that the C. K. C. or A. I. K. C. could not go through it and
adopt it. The Bhakna Session had to disperse without adopting the General
Secretary’s Report because the provinces did not do their duty to the Centre ¢

Take again, the training of volunteers for the Session. In point of
loyalty to the cause, sense of discipline and resourcefulness in carrying out
their tasks, none can, of course, beat our valiant comrades from Punjab,
But the Reception Committes did not make arrangemonts to collcet thom 2



‘o 3 weeks before the Conference, give them elementary physi<al and
political training and thus organise them into a group of trained volunteors
permanently working to build Kisan Sabhas. Volunteers came 2 duy s bofore
‘the Couference and went back a day after it—a distinct loss to Kisan Sabha
ia the Punjab.

It was this unsystematic and chaotic way of functioning
that was sought to be remedied by the ‘““organisation'’ reso lution
‘moved by Swamiji, seconded by Comrade Abdulla Rasul and u nanim-
-ously wdopted. This resolution gave the following slogang :—

~— Double the membership next year,

— Porm and function Provincial Kisan Sabhas in all provinces in the
-near future.

— Run schools for Kisan Sabha workers

— Study agrarian laws and problems in every province and bring
-out pamphlets on them.

~— Regular reports and bulletins.

— Raise funds for the O, K. C.

— Regular funds, wholetime workers and trained organisers for
‘provineial, district and State Kisan Sabhas. )

— One Kisan Sabha unit for a group of villages with a Kisan popﬁ-
dation of about 10,000 with regular fuuds and volunteers.

Again, at the first meeting of the new A. [. K. C., Swamiji reiterated
that, unless members give evidence of more attention to the organisation of
Kisan Sabha, he was not prepared to accept the office of General Secretary,
This, of course, came forth immediately. Comrade Prasada Rao informed
the House that the Andhra P. K. S. had already set apart Rs. 500 for contri-
‘bution to be paid to C. K. C. Quick came Comrade Jagjit Singh with a pro-
mise of Bs. 300. Comrade Rasul came out with a list of provincial quotas
which, from his experience of Kisan work in provinees, he thought each pro-
vince should pay to the Centre, the total of which comes to nearly Ra. 3,000.
Every province agreed to Comrade Rasul’s figure and promised to pay it up.
This coupled with their previous endorsement of Swamiji's quota of Kisan
Sabha membership (total comes to 6 lakhs), satisfied Swamiji that his dream
of making Kisan Sabha a solid organisation was becoming a reality and he
gladly accepted office.

Organisation—Not A Machine

What the Bhakna Session sought to built up should not, however, he
thought of as a machine. Central, Provincial, District and Primary Kisan
Sabliss with wembership, funds, wholatime organisoers, whole or part-tima
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volunteers do not by themselves make an organisation. Tlieso aron poworfu;
foree ouly when they are coupled with a correet line on al I Lho living isuo
of the duy. That is why the Session adopted over a dozen rosolutions which
together make what is called the present duy political line of the Kisw
Sabha.

What were theso resolutions ?

— Condolence to Kisan comrades who died at the pst of duty.

— Greetings to the Red Army and a demand for Se cond Front,

— Greetings to China and a demand for more solicl support to Clina.
from United Nations. :

— Greetings to Kayyur comrades and their families with u plodge to
further the cause for whicl they are sacrificing themselves.

— Avreview of the political situation in India and « call for cam-
paigns for release of National leaders, for solution of food problem, Hindu-
Muslim unity, ete.

— A call for solution of food crisis through People’s Iood Com-.
mittees.

— A call to kisans to Grow More Food and to rernove obstacles in
its way by mass mobilisation.

— A call for urgent tenancy legislation.

— A demand to stop repression.

— A eall for studying and applying the possibilities of the Co-Opera-
tive Movement,

— Demands of kisans with regard to money crops.

— A demand for stopping repression in the States.

It is ouly by popularising and implementing these resolutions that
Kisan Sabha organisation gets built up.

Organisation-The Test Of The Policy

Why havel called the resolution on ‘“ Organisation "’ the muain
regolution of the Session and not those on the Political Situation, ¥ood
Crisis, Grow More Food, Mouey Crops of Tenancy which are the burning
issues of the day ?

—Because, in the absence of implementing the resolution
on ‘‘organisation,’”” these other resolutions become ‘‘Abstract
Politics.”

—Because, this resolution. if added on to the other resoly-
tions becomes a lever in the mighty mass movement for the
release of national leaders, for Congtess-T.eaguc agreement, for
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the solution of the food problem for effective national defence
and for the formation of a national Government.

—Because, the effective carrying out of this resolution is
the one way of fighting the C. S. P., Forward Bloc and Rangaite
disruptors of the Kisan sabha and of unifying all political groups
and trends in the Kisan sabha.

Hence, as Dr. Adhikari put it in his report to the Communist Delega~
tes at Bhakna, the carrying out of this resolution is the central task beforo
us; only by carrying out this resolution can we play our rolo in the Kivam
and National Movements.

April 12, 1943. E. M. S. Namboodripad



Resolutions passed by the All-India Kis an Sabha

at its Seventh Session at Bhakna K alan
on April 3 and 4, 1943

1. CONDOLENCE

The Kisan Sabha mourns the loss of its esteemed workors and lendors
who have lelped in building up the Sabha.

1. Baba Isher Singh Marhana of Amritsar (Punjab.)

2. Master Arur Singh of Kapurthala, General Secretary, Punjub
States” People’s Counference.

8. Moka Satyanarayan Murthy, President, Ramachandrapur Taluk
Ryots’ Association, East Godavari, Andhra.

4. Venkata Ramana, President, Kavur Taluk Ryots' Association,
Nellore, Andhra.

5. Comrade Kishori, the valiant kisan fighter of Jalpiguri, lengal,

6. Comrade Nur Mohammed, President, Chittagong District Kisan
Sabha.

7. Haripada Sikdar, Faridpur, Bengal.

8. Ashu Haldar of 24 Parganas, Bengal.

The Sabha extends its heartfelt sympathy and condolences to the
families of these valued comrades with whom it shares their loss.

2. GREETINGS TO THE RED ARMY

The All-India Kisan Sabha sends its revolntionary greetings to the
workers’ and Peasants’ Red Army of the Soviet Union which is heroically
defending the freedom not only of the futherland but of every peoplo in the
world. The heroic defence of Stalingrad and the great winter offensive have
saved India, Iraq, Iran, and Afghanisthan from fascist invasion. The Kisang
of India are grateful to the Red Army for this and are determined to play
their part in the world people’s struggle against Fascism,

The Sabha notes that, although the fascist army is severely weakened
by the Red Army’s continuous blows, it is still powerful. Tt, therefore,
heartily endorses the demand made by millious of people in Britain, America,
and other counsries for the immediite opening of & Second Front in Europe
whigh alone will release forces for the speedy and final annihilation of the
fascist hordes.
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3. GREETINGS TO CHINLESE POEPLLE

The All-India Kisan Sabha sends its revolubionary  grectings to tho
Fovernment and people of China who have buen lor nearly six yours curyimg
ou a heroic strugazle against the Japanese agurassion.  The unity in action ot
the two main political partiesin China—the Kuomintung ami the Communizit:
Party—has been a tower of strength in China’s struggle against the oncnay
and is a source of constant inspiration to the people of India.

The Kisan Sabha gives its solemn pledyze to tho people of China that i
will work hard to follow the inspiring example of China and help to huild wp
all-in National Unity in India so that on the strength of a National Goverrs-
ment, early offennsive action 1s taken against Japan aud the whole of Asia
literated from Fascism.

The Sabha arges the Governments of England aud America o desist
from making any further excuses for their comparative inactivity on (e
Burma-China front and launch a vigorous war on that front with all avail-
able military resources witha view to open the Burma Road and render timel y
help to the heroic armies and people of China in their grim fight aguinst

Japaa.

4. ON KAYYUR COMRADES

The All-Tndia Kisan Sabha sends its warm greetings to the four kisan
comrades of Kayyur, who have been unjustly seutenced to death and whowo
appeal for commutation of the sentence backed by Kisan Sabhas and the
masses of kisans and other organisations all over India has been finally
rejected.

Now that everything possible has been done but failed to bring them
back among kisans as leaders and organisers of the Kisan Sabha, the Kisamn
Sabha assures the Kuyyur comrades that every unit of the Kisan Sabha and
every Kisan worker will work with ever-increasing energy to further deve-
lop the Kisan Sabha all over the country so that the cause for which they
are sacrificing themselves will grow from strength to strength.

The Sabha assures the families of the Koyyur heroes that they look up
the entire Kisan Sabha as their own family.

5. ON THE POLITICAL SITUATION

1. IN September last, the Central Kisan Council in its session at
Bombay condemned the Government for the arrest of Mahatma Gandhi and
the entire Congress leadership and for the reign of indisceriminate repression
which had followed. It -fastened the main responsibility for precipitating
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the crisis which gravely imperiiled the defence and tho euusoy of freedom of
India and of the United Nutions on the head of the imperialist burvancrey,
. The eveuts of the past months have completely confirmed ihis.

2.  Huudreds of people angered by the repregsion were misled by the
treacherous Fifth Column and misguided patriots into sonsolessy ncts of saho-
tage of means of National Defence, of looting and auvarchie attacks. The
result was that the vast masses of the kisans, apecially in Bilinr, in Balia and
Ghuzipore districts of U. P., in Chanda district of C. I'., in pawrts of Andhra
and Assam Valley and in Midnapore district in Bengal had to go through
horrible expericnces. Mass collective tines and arrests suppressed the life of
whole villages, The political crisis croated conditions of insocurity, uncerta-
inty and dislocation of economic life aggravated the food crinis aflocting the
bulk of the rural population. The Government measures have only served
to worsen it with the result that starvation and famine faces tho kisang in
gome of the provinces, particularly in the threatened provinees. The
kisans of Assam and the Eastern districts of Bengal had, over and above all
this, to face Japanese bombs which destroyed their heartli and home. The
kisans have suffered through the political and economic crises a3 the nation

has suffered.

3. But the Kisan Sabha, true to its patriotic traditions and in
Ppursuance of the resolution adopted by the Bombay C. K. C., went out among
the kisan masses, fighting sabotage and saving the kisans from veing provok-
ed into anarchic actions against repression. The Kisan Sabha fought against
collective fines and against demoralisation. It convinced the kisans that the
bureaueracy can be effectively fought only by the unity of the Hindu and
Muslim masses, through which alone Congress~League unity can he achieved
and a National Government of National defence and salvation womn.

4. The poliey of the Kisan Sabha has been vindicated Ly the fact
that the nation’s foremost leader felt that he could no longer remain a help-
less witness to the nation’s disaster. At the end of December last, Gandhiji
reopened correspondence from behind the bars with Lord Linlithgow. In
this correspondence he reaffirmed the staunch anti—fascist stand of the Con-
gress. He categorically disowned and deplored sabotage and anarchical
acts  He pointed out that the reported deplorable destruction would most
certainly have been averted if the Government had awaited his contemplated
letter to the Viceroy. He proposed a fresh effort to end the dimpasse and
asked to be put with the Working Committee in order to be able to make
it. He suggested that he would be ready to negotiate with the League. He
wag prepared to sonsider the whole situation de novo if he were released un-
gonditionally. By this vorrespondenca, Candhiji look a clear initinkive for
ottlement and for the solution of the crisis.
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5. But the British Government spurned this offor for an honourable
settlement. It precipitated Gandhiji’s fast and gumbled with his life and
created during the 21 days of the ordeal a situation fravght with the gravest
peril to India as well as to the peoples of the United Nations. This showed
to what lengths the bureaucracy is prepared to go in its desperate determina-
tion to cling to power.

6. At the same time, the events of the anxious day of thefast showed
that the British Government was fast losing the support of every section of
the people. There is a mighty rally behind the demand to gecurs Gandhiji's
release to end the National crisis among the vast masges of people of all par-
ties and communities.

7.  Ever—-growing numbers of Congressmen and nationalists are turn-
ing away from the path of sabotage. A fast—growing number of Muslims
and Muslim Leaguers are realising the importance and urgency of
national unity as the only way to end the crisis and to dofend the country
and win freedom as well as self-determmination.

8. The All-India Kisan Sabha urges the Pritish Government to take:
note of the new turn of events, to turn away from the disastrous and impo-
ssible attempt to crush the Congress and the Indian people. It warns the
British Government that the attitude taken by Mr. Amery and Major Attlee
in the House of Commons recently demanding abject humiliation from the
Congress leaders as an essential pre—condition to their release and settlement
with India can only lead to untold sufferings to people and jeopardise the
canse of freedom and victory over fascism. Italse warns the Viceroy that
his refusal to negotiate with the non-party leaders for a settlement of the
Indian deadlock may further aggravate the situation. The one step which
must be taken by the British Government now and immediately in the
urgent interest of the two peoples is to release Gandhiji and the Congress.
leaders so that unity can be achieved between the Congress, the Musiim
League, and other important national organigations, and the entire nation
rallied for realising a National Government. The All-India Kisan Sabhs
appeals to the Lubour and progressive peoples of Britain and America to
rally solidly behind the just demand of the Indian people and defeat the
reactionary poliey of Mr. Churchill and Lord Linlithgow.

9. At this critical hour in the life of our nation, the All-India Kisan
Sabba calls upon all Kisans :

a) To unite n a campaign to win Gandhiji’s release to end the crisis.

b} To join]hands to stop sabotage and smash the Ffith Column.

¢ ) To unite all sections of the people in the common effort to solve:
the food crisis.

' (d) To organise a unity campaign in the rural areas all over
the country to promote unity between the Hindu and Muslim masses,

O
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between various castes and eommunitios, and botween all patriotic sections
of the towns and villages, and to create a mags urge for Congress-Loague
unity with a view to forging all-in National Unity.

10. The All India Kisan Sabha specially appeals to Trade Unions,
Student organisations and all patriotic people throughout the fengih and
breadth of the country to rally behind this campaign.

The All India Kisan Sabha appeals to the Muslim iuasses and
the League patriots to join wholeheartedly in the movement for tho roleaso
of the natioaal leaders for the solution of the erisis. Unity thus forged will
smash the bureaucracy’s game to deny power to the Indian peoplo and
ensure the establishment of National Government and the freedom of the
country.

6. FOOD CRISIS

1 ‘T HE food crisis is deepening and the bulk of the rural population
who congist of poor peasants, agricultural labourers and tenants haveto-
suffer indescribable privation and misery. Prices of food grains have rison
by 200 per cent and more since the war began without substantially
benefiting the actunal tillersof the soil. Due to the ineffective and aunarchic
measures of control of Government food grains have become scarce in the
open market and often disappear from it from time to time. This is also
ture of other essential commodities such as Korosene, cloth, sugar, matches,
iron ete. The situation is daily worsening.

(2 )The attempts of Government to control prices have migerably
failed. The prices soared high since the war broke out and the horder and
profiteer trading in black market rules the market. While the provincial
Governments are trying to control prices the Government of India is buying
and permitting others to buy huge stocks of grain at prices far above the
control prices.

(3) The August situation precipitated by the bureaucratic ropression
helped to worsen the situation further. Hoarders increased in numbers.
Fifth Columnists sought to exploit the situation for leading the country
to complete social disruption. Any worsening of the food crisis will.
necesgarily land the country in chaos and offer an opportunity to the
bureaucracy to crash the remnants of the people’s morale.

(4) In the rural areas, the situation is gloomy. The kisan does-
not profit by the speculative rise in prices. He parts with most part of
his grains at the harvesi time atlow prices and buysit back at the high.



prices from the hoarder. He has to pay fantastie prices for essential commodi-
ties such as kerosene, cloth, sugar, ete. Natwral calamitios such as cyclone,
famine und flocds have in many places worsenod tho situation still further.
Lack of transport facilities is one more factor that has complicated the
food situation.

(5) The experience of the food campaign ghows that the food crisiscan
be solved on the strength of people’s unity and the bureaucracy forced to tuke
nieasures to scale down prices and procurs stocks, and track down the
monopoligt hoarder. The kisan nust join the food campaigo together with
the rest of the population. The Kisah Subhas must tuke initiative in formi-
ing people’s food committees in vallages and tehsils wherever necessary and
Possibly, which should be representative of all sections of the people and all
patriotic and popular organisations,

{8) The main tasks of the Kisan in the food campaign therefore are:—

a) To ensure fair price to the grower.

b) To stock grain, sold by the kisan in public godowns, so that the
stocks, though owned by traders, can be under the supervision of the food
committees and be sold at control prices guaranteeing a fair margin of profit
to the trader.

¢) To scale down the prices of all commodities such as cloth, kerosene
ete., and make them available to everyboby.

d) To induce Government to open cheap grain shops in searcity areas
and  recognise people’s food committees as bodies which contral and super-
“vise supplies, distribution and prices.

e) To secure necessary transport facilities for importing and exporting
“food grains and other essential commodities for their regular and adequate
supply to the rural population all over the country.

f) To open people’s co~operative stores extensively in rural areas for
purchage and distribution of food-stuffs and other essential commodities at
fair prices.

g) To encourage and intreduce among kisans cottage industries such
ag spinning, weaving, leather work, bamboo and cane work, salt-making in
coastal areas etc.

(7) The All India Kisan Sabha warns the Government that if it find
itself helpless to control the hoarders of food grains and therefore takes mes-
sures to requisitisn them from cultivating Kisans in order to tide over the
food crisis the situation will worsen and result in grave consequences. The
Babha also advises the kisans to refuse to be bullied into delivering or gelling

food grains which they require for their maintanance, to merchantg, middle- -

men, landlords,, saukars and Goverumeut porchasers.

g
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7. GROW MORE FOOD CAMPAIGN

T HE Bihta Session of the All India Kisan Sabhia set <omprehensive
demands on the grow-more~food campaign. The food sitwation has sineo
growu far more acute. Hence the task becomos all the nwore urgont.

The Bihta resolution demanded fallow land for cultivation,
moratorium, food for peasants, grain supply through co oporative sociolios,
guaranteod minimum prices of their produce for the growers and the minimum
living wages for agricnltural labourers, reduced irrigation taux, remigsion
of rent, ete., irrigation facilities, cheap supply of manure, otc.

But the Government while making capital out of the slogzan of ¢ grow
more food ’, has so far given little facilitics to the kisans t.o ocusure the
success of the campaign. It uses the slogan only for costly paper propaganda.
There are vast tracts of cultivable waste and carrent fallow landd hoth at the
disposal of zamindars and Governments in all provinces. Such land also lie
waste ou the sides of railway and canals. But the Governrnent has not
even realised the necessity of bringing these lands under cultivation and
making them available to poor peasants and agricultural labourers who can
grow food erops on them and thus benefit the nation as well as themsolves.

The All India Kisan Sabha therefore reaffirms the Bihta demands as
stated above and set the following specific tasks to the Kisan Sabha units
in the ecountry which they must vndertake to perform with the organised
and collective effort of the kisans and other sections of the people :

1) To secure on easy and liberal terms waste and fallow lands from

zamindars and Government for poor peasants and agricultural
labourers for the cultivation of food crops aud uecessary oil

seeds ste.
9) To secure from Government seeds, manure, agricultural loans,

irrigation facilities, moratorium on collection of arxrear rent and
taxes from kigans and regulation and reduction of current rates of
rent and taxes, and stoppage of attachment of kisans’ crops and
ejectment of tenants-at—will.

3) To get supply of food and other essential commodities at

reasonable prices ensured to kisans.

The Kisan Sabha units are called upon to take up such local schomes
of irrigation ete.,, a8 can be actually undertsken by them. DMoreover, they
must organise a grow more food campaign in the rural area so as to inspire
the local kisans for the purpose and impress all non-kisan elements with the
matter, the importance of their co-operation in it, and its bering on the
question of national defemce. These conferences must reflect in  their
demands the actual need of the kisans and the people concerned so that the
campaign for grow-more~food which will follow the conferences may prove
really beneficial to the local people as well as to the nation.
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8. ON ORGANISATION

THE All India Kisan Sabha ig gratified to note the immense strides
made by the Kisan movement during the last seven years of its life. Not omly
hag it entered all the important provinces of India where properly constit~
uted Provincial Kisan Subhag are functioning, it has also stood the test of
imperialist repression during the years 1940-42 as well as of disruption by
groups who had formerly worled in the Kisau Sabha.

In spite of the country-wids repression which started on  August 9 th
and in which hundreds of Kisan Sabh: workers were involved, the mern-
bership of the Kisan Sabha this year has reached three lakhs. This shows
that the Kisan movement has reached a stage in which no difficultios will
stand in the way of its growing into a mass movement,

The Sabha, however, notes that the organisation of the Kisan Sabhg
i Jagging behind. It therefore resolves that the time has come when special
attention should be paid to consolidating this movement into solid organis-
ation. To this end, the following steps should be taken as early as possible:

1} To Chalk out a programme for membership campaign in the prov-
inces to be enrolled throughout the years in such a way that the presemt
membership is doubled in the next year,

2) To arrange tours of provinces by Kisan Sabha leaders fof
organising them, and helping those provinces which are today weak to
develop their Kisan Sabhas so that regular P.K. S.s are formed and funct-
ioning in all provinces of the country in the near future.

3 ) To run provincial and district schools for the training of Kisan
Sabha workers in sufficient numbers so that every unit of the Kisan Sabha
shall have its own trained organisers and leaders.

4) To arrange for special study by responsible members in each
province of agrarian problems, particularly the laws and problems issnin g
out of the absence of tenancy legislation, land revenme, laws and problems
relating to debts, to irrigation, marketing, and the problem of agricultural
labour.

5) To publish booklet and pamphlets on burning issues before the
kisans.

6) Every K. S. unit to supply reports to the respective
P. K. 8. office concerned to help the A. I. K. 8. office nring out its
Bulletin regularly, and the P, K. S.s in their turn to convey the contents
of the Bulletin to their units regularly.

(T) To raise adequate funds for the Ali-India office of the Kisan
Sabha to function properly.

(8) To see that tha Pravineial, State and District K. 8. ofices Liaves
their regular funds, wholetime workers, and trained organisers.



(9) To see the Distriet K. S.s work with the aim of organising
a K. 3, unit for a group of villages with a minimum kisan popul sution of gener-
ally about 10,000, as suits each particular provines, which unit must
represent all the villages in the group. Such units must each hvave its rogular
office and regular funds, apart from the membership quota r eceived by it,
wholetime workers and a permanent volunteer corps.

The Sabha calls upon the P. K. S.s to help the A. L. K. 5. oflice in.
every posgible way in earrying out this programme of organis®ng the Nisan
Sabha on a sound basis,

9. TENANCY LAWS

1. THE Kisan Sabha draws the attention of Government and kisaw
workers to the rapidly deteriorating conditions of ever increasinig proportiony
of the cultivating tenants throughout India and to the need of taking pro-
mpt measures for improving their conditions.

2, In the Ryotwari areas, where considerable portions of land has
passed into the hands of the absentes landlords, the cultivating tenants have
$o live in condition of semi~starvation and penury due to excessive rents
v;hieh they have to pay to the landlords and an existence of entire dependence
on the landlord since they can be ejected from land at the sweet will of the
landlord.

3. In the Zamindari areas where the tenangy laws are in operation
they have failed to extend adequate protection to the cultivating tenants.
In areas where no legislation is in operation the cultivating tenauts are
virtually the serfs of the landlords. They have vo pay a large part of their
produce to the landlords in rents and illegal cesses.

~ 4. In order to give some measures of relief to the cultivating cenants
from the crushing burden of rent and from power of eviction which kecps them
in bondage and to give them an impetus for carrying out their immediate task
of growing more food, the Sabha demands that uniform legislation should be
immediately adopted by all provincial Governmeuts on the following lines:

(8) No cultivating tenant should be ejected by the landlord during
the period of war, so long as he pays his rent.

(b) Rents should be fixed at double the amount of land revenue or
1/10 of the produce commuted in cash.

(¢) Increase in rents should be prohibited during the period of war.

(@) For all standing crops, trees, grown on the land and improve-
ments made by the cultivating tenant should be compensated when he is
lawfully evicted.
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(¢} Landlords should be sevorely ponalised for exacting labour and
oxtra cesses from the cultivating tenants.

5. In provinees where soma protection is given by legislation to
cultivating tenants, but its provisions do nob meet the needy of thoe situation
and has proved to be unsatisfactory, the Ali India Kisan Sabha demun ds
that the Governmeuts should remove Lhe defocty in legislation which actual
practice and exprience have glaringly brought out.

6. The Sabha exhorts all kigan workers to s

L. mobilise all tenants on the Lagis of these demands;

li. to carry on a vigorous rampaign for taking advantaye of oxisting

legislation by all available means and;

iii. to bring popalar pressure to bear on Government to pass now

laws and amend or apply oxisting luws soas to give adequato
protection to cultivating tenants.

10. ON REPRESSION

THE A. L K. 8. notes that prohibition of meetings, lathi charges,

firings, detentions without trial, orders of iuternment and externment,

collective fines on whole villages, humiliating restrictions on the Press and
other forms of imperialist repression have become normal in India during the
last eight months. Even committee meetings and closed-door meetings are
not allowed in many places. This is a situation which is unparalleled any-
whero in the world except in Fascist countries.

The Sabha regrets to note that the ban or: the Kisan Sabha in the
Punjab and Kerala has not yet been lifted so that the Kisan movement in
these two provinces has to work under different names. The Kisan Sabha in
the Northwest Frontier Province has heen completely wiped out and its
workers including Comrade Khushal EKhan, a member of the C. K. C.,
arrested and kept in jail.

The August crisis was taken advantage of by petty officialsand in-
terested parties like vindictive zamindars for suppressing the movement so
that many innocent workers of the Sabha were prosecuted or placed under
restriction.

The Sabha cannot accept the plea of Imperialists that this is necessary
in the interests of the defence of India from Japan. On the other hand it
holds that this countrywide and intense represgion has created a situation in
which the people of India are getting more and more alienated from defonce.
In the Punjab collections are forcibly made for the War Fund by revenue

- officers.
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The Sabha further notes that the axe of ropression fall= oquaily on the
anti-Imperialist patriots, staunch advoeates of national dwtoneo and the
masses of innocant people. It particularly notes that leaders  wmnd organisers
of the Kisan Sabha, Trade Unions, Student Federations amid Communists
who have been effectively tighting the policy of sabotage are heing provontwd
in their patriotic work of weaning the peopls away from the grth of sabotage
and building the peopls’ morale and unity.

It is particularly to be deplored that prominent Kisan — Sabla workors

in most provinces are either kept in prison or under various £ orms of restrie-
tion so that they cannet participate in the normal activitie s of the Sabha.
Orissa where no public mesting has been permitted since the 9th August
crisis began and where about 40 important workers includings some foremost
leaders of the Sabha are in jail, Swma Valley where some of the
most important workers are detained or restricted, Bihaar and U. P
where the Kisans were hit hard by imposition of collective fitres and a large
number of kisan workers were arrested, convieted and detainecl, Andhra where
police excesses have created difiiculty for the Kisan Sabha worlk, Bengal
where normal activities of the Sabha are bampered in various ways, and
Sind where Martial Law prevails in most of the distxicts, have to
suffer especially. Even members of the C. K. C.—comrades P. D. Maratho
-of the C. P. and Shanker Dayal Tripathi of U. P,—are kept in deteution.
' The Sabha therefore demands the restoration of normal civil liberties
throughout the country, and calls upon the kisan and the Kisan Sabha units
and workers to carry on a countrywide agitation for securing euarly restoration
of civil liberties in co-operation with all other organisations of the conutry.

11. CO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENT

THE burden of agrarin debt has continued to mouint up further
during recent years ingpite of the old and new laws passed by provincial
Government to scalo down debts.

The unreasonable and inelastic policy of Government xuaking inexora-
ble demands in land revenue, irrigation rates etc. compels thie poorer kisau
to sell his produce prematurely at heavy loss. The moneylender’s debt and
interest charges and the landlord’s rent leave hardly anything to the lkisan
even during good years before the end of the winter.

While the kisan is denied access to the free market as a free
agent he ia compelled even under the most favourable eireumstances to soli
his produce at rates less than those prevailing in the open marketand hag to
pay oppressive charges of all kinds levied asa matter of custom by the Dalale



The Sabha further notes that the axe of repression falls equally on 1l
anti-lmporialist patriots, stauneh advocates of national dufoneo and e
masges of innoecant people. It particularly notes that lewders and orgaaisers
of the Kisan Sabha, Trade Unions, Student Federations and Communists
who have beon eftectively fighting the policy of sabotage are being provonted
in their patriotic work of weaning the peoplo away from the path of subotags
and building the peopls’ morale and uuity.

It is particularly to be deplored that prominent Kisan  Sabha workors
in most provinces are either kept in prison or under various orms of restrie-
tion so that they cannot participate in the normal activitics of the Sabha
Orissa where no public meeting has been permitted since tho 9th Ansust
crisis hegan and where about 40 important workers including some foromost
leaders of the Sabha are in jail, Surma Valley where some of  the
most important workers are detained or restricted, Bilwr and Y. I
where the Kisans were hit hard by imposition of collective firtes and a large
number of kisan workers were arrested, convicted and detained, Audhra where
police excesses have created difficulty for the Kisan Sabhia work, Bengal
where normal activities of the Sabha are hampered in various ways, aud
Sind where Martial Law prevails in most of the districts, have to
suffer especially. Even members of the C. K. C.-—comrades P. D. Marathy

>QE the C. P. and Shanker Dayal Tripathi of U. P.—are kept in doteution.

The Sabla therefore demands the restoratiou of normal civil liberties
throughout the country, and calls upou the kisan and the Kisan Sabha units
and workers to carry on a countrywide agitation for securing eurly restoration
of civil liberties in co—operation with all other organisations of the conutry.

11. CO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENT

THE burden of agrariin debt has continued to mount up further
during recent years inspite of the old and new luws passed by provincial
Government to scale down debts.

The unreasonable and inelastic policy of Government making inexora-
ble demands in land revenue, irrigation rates ete. compsls the poorer kisan
to sell his produce prematurely at heavy loss. The moneylender's debt and:
interest charges and the landlord’s rent leave hardly anything to the kisan
even during good years before the end of the winter.

While the kisan is denied access to the free market as a free
agent he is compelled even under the most fuvourable circumstances to sell
his produce at rates less than those prevailing in the open market and has to
pay oppressive charges of all kinds levied 2ga matter ot custom by the Dalals
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and the Mahajans. On the other hand ho loses even still more in paying
excessive amount in buying the necessitios of his life.

The kisan is therefore compelled to place himself at the mercy of the
soukars tosecure seeds, menure, cattle and grains to feed his family, durings tho
monsoon to enable him to carry on his usual agricultural operations. I f hiy
old soukar refuses to lend him money on the old terms he is compelleci o
subrait to even more oppressive terms from naw soukars to keep his body and
soul together. The Kisan cannot refuse payments to the soukars at har vest
time as he is mortally afraid of the prospect of submitting to even wrorso
terms on the eve of the next mongsoon.

Such a vicious circle of Kisan's life has been broken and the K isan
saved from distress and himiliation in Denmark, Ireland and China and
other countries by organising them in co—operative societies. The prineiplo
of co-operation has been adopted for supplying seed, manure, grain and
finance to kisans for selling crops and milk, for buying his necessities of
life and for developing their agriculture aud dairies, crafts, and indust riey
on co-operative lines. These organisations have helped kisans to improve
their economie, social and national life. Recently the Chinese co—operativog—
agricultural and industrial—have substantially helped the peoples of Ch ina
to organise their economic life in a way s0 as to enable them to carry on  thio
fight against Japanese aggression for these years.

The Sabha therefore exhorts Kisan Sabhas and kisan workers toz---

1. Study co-operative movements in India and sbroad and find out the
specific forms suited to their local conditions.

2. Start co-operative credit and sale-purchase and stores societies with a
view to their economic betterment,

3. Inaugurate industrial co—operative societies with the object of promot-
ing home and village industries.

4, Start rural libraries, reading Rooms, night classes ete. together with
co—operative societs with a view to make them the nuelei of all rownd
progress for kisans and villages. :

The Sabha hopes that kisan workers will in the very process of orga-
nising and working such societies he enabled to develop intimate contact
with the annual round of the kisan’s life at every stage, render him progressi-
vely increasing help in every walk of his life and develop the organised
might of the kisans and Kisan Sabha. The Sabha is convinced that armed
wlith this economic weapon kisans would be better enabled to achieve econo-
mic and soeial freedom and help to lay the sound hagis {or national freodon
and national defence,

~ -
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12. MONEY CROPS-SUGAR (CANL,
JUTE, COTTON

THE Kisan Sabha finds that the dunger that iy onvidagad for the
cultivators of money crops like jute, cotton, sugarcano ete., duo to the wr
and to the consequent loss of overseas markets, has not only more and moro
overtaken the kisuns of the crops but has been aggravated by tho planles
policy of the Government and the speculative activitios of the widdlemen
and the growing greed of profits of the millowners and cormercial bodies,
The Kisau Sabha has year after year noted the problems of raw jute, of
cotton, and of sugarcane, and the distress of the cultivators of the cropy,
who wore being ruined as a result, so that the cultivators of t he main money
€ropy now face a disaster everywhere.

Sugar-Cane

This plauless policy of the Government expressed itscl t cloarly in the
sugar-cane ecrisis in Bihar and U. P. in the last season. The Bombay
meeting of the C. K. C. demanded that the rise and fall in the price of
cane, when it is above the minimum level { to be fixed previously by the
‘government )} should be determined periodically on the busis of the rig
aud fall of sugar-price, and in consideration of the market prices of gur and
sugar both. The price of gur in the last season rose very high and naturally
kisans found it more profitable to crush caneinto gur with the consequent
cane strike in many sugar mills. The best way of solving the problem
wag to increase the price of Sugarcane to Re. 1/- per maund as demanded
by the Kisan Sabha. But the government, true to its policy of supporting
the owners, granted a nominal increase of 2 annas per maund and followed
it up by banning the export of gur from U. P. which caused tromendous
financial loss to the canegrowers. That the U. P. government's order way
arbitrary and partial is proved by the fact that the Bihar governnient
imposed no such restriction. The Kisan Sabha condemns thig planless
policy of the governments concerned and demands that it should adopt a
fixed policy on this problem on the lines indicated by the Bombay C. K. -
The Kimn Sabha at the same tiwe calls uvor the Kisan Sabhas and workers
in the cane-growing areas to mobilise the growers from now on through
building up cane-growers committees on the busis of the e(idest possible
unity for their demands in order to secure a fair price iu the coming
season.

In view of the fact that the exisiting acreage of sugarcane is sufficient
to supply the needs of the mills, the Sabha advises the Kisans not to ilcrease
the area under cane cultivation and to prepare ‘gur’ so long a fair price is
not guaranteed to shem for cane.
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Jute

The progressive detorivration in the condition of the jute groweru ok
Bengal is due to the lack of policy of the Dengal Governnient, their surronvler
of the intorest of the peasintry under pressure of the European mill-aw niers
and bureaucracy besides the aggravation of the situation by the war and (he
congequant loss of overseas markets for jute and the lack of transport facili-
ties within the eountry. Jute growers did not receive a fair price for their
crop under these conditions and the prices of raw jute reached its lowest point
in 1942. Jute was overgrown and the millowners forced the cultivatora to
sell their jute crop at the lowest possiblo price. Restriction of the jute zurea
for cultivation, guarantee of a minimum price for jute and purchase by the
government were repeatedly demanded by the Kisan Sabha and the Kisans.

Restriction of Jute cultivation has grown urgent ag Bengal has beon
found to be a deficit province now with regard to food and is in nrgent need
of growing more food to feed its own people.  The aren under other crops in
Bengal, particularly that under a money crop like jute which has lost its
overseas market, should therefore be released by as great an extent as possible
to grow rice and other fooderops. With large stocks remaining unconsumed
restriction of cultivation is more urgent now. Jute to the extent of 54 lakhg
bales for example remains after the season of 1942 in the hands of the
millowners and their agents, while their annual need is estimated to be this
year less than 60 lakhs of bales, The cultivation of jute in the circumstancos
to 25% of the total jute area, as recorded in 1930, is therefore estimated to
meet satisfactorily the demands of the industry in 1943 aud to ensure a fair
price for their crop to the jute growers. It would also release 17 lakhs of
acres of land for the cultivation of rice, and thus increase the production of
rice by 2 lakhs of tons. But the Bengal Government which is understood to
have at first contemplated such reduction of area to 33% of the total jute
lands surrendered to the demands of the Furopean jute mill owners who were
backed by the Government of India; and the Bengal Government fixed the
area for jute cultivation in 1943 at 50% of total area. Such an area under
jute is to throw into the market altogether one crore bales of jute in 1943 in
addition to the 54 lakhs of bales already in hand, while the annual veed of
raw jute is not over 70 lakhs (including 13 lakhs for export) at present.

The Kisan Sabha while condemning this deliberate surrender of the
peasants’ intergst by the Bengal government and thus refusing to encourage
growing more food in Bengal, urges jute growers of Bengal and elsewhere:

(1) to limit their cultivation of jute to 257, of their respective jute
lands in ovder to secure a fair price for jute;

(2) to resist all pressure and persuasion of the interested partios

aimed at inereasing the area under jutce;

AA‘P -
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(3) to grow in the rest of the jute lands thus availalsle rice and other
ezsential crops which would secare for them their food for Ll year und the
food of the people of Bengal in general;

(4) to demand fixing a miniruum price for jute at Rs- 15/-por maund;

(5) to demand guaranteed purchase by the Govern ment and their
opening godowns ete., for the purpose in purchasing centress.
Cotton

Cotton, the chief money crop of a vast number of peasants in
Central India and in other cotton growing areas, has lost its ©verseas markets
and raw cotton has for long recorded a low price while the +textile producis
rose higher and higher in prices, until ounly two months ago, raw cotton
price showed improvement and speculative activities agairi forced up its
price to an unprecedented height. This speculative rise xn the price of
cotton hag heen reflected in the phenomenal rise of rent in Ryotwari and cotton
areag and is forcing cotton growers in their turn to accept linds for cotton
cultivation on such high terms as would prove disastrous when the speculativa
tendencies have ended.

The Kisan Sabha notes that before this rise of price of cotton also
the cotton milly were making huge profits while the cottor growers wero
in distress and the people of the country as the body consumers were the

““vietims of high prices of cotton goods. The present rise of price too, largely

due to speculative causes, hardly benefits the real cotton growers; on the
contrary, it threatens the grower with utter ruin, while the people in
general have today neither enough yards of textilo goods ava.ilable at their
present rates which are about 400% of the usual price for themn.
The Kisan Sabha therefore demands that :
(1) rent in ryotwari and cotton areas be checked from being
increased;
(2)  minimum and maximum prices of raw cotton be fixed in accord-
ance with the condition of the cotton market to ch eck speculation
and save the cotton grower from speculators,

13. STATES-MANIPUR AND OTHERS

THE All India Kisan Sabha has noted with regret the condition of the
people and peasants of the States like Gwalior, Cochin Travan core Jamnagar,
Khairpur, Patiala, Orissa states and others. Civil Liberty in these is totally
absent and feudal extortions and oppressions prevail, so mueh so that the
people and peasants live under conditions which were known only under
slavery and serfdom. The A. I. K. S. notes that no improvement of the
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conditions hag taken place in these states and in addition the national crisiy
of August last has brought to many states e. g., those of Orissa, repression |
collective fines and arrests and detention of popular organisers. The A. I,
K. 8. in assuring its sympathies to the poople and the peasants of the states,
urges them to sarry on their activities with redoubled emergy in the line
chalked out by the Kisan Sabha.

The All India Kisan Sabha has learnt with pain the conditions of the
peasants and people of Manipur which is on the Burma froutier and has beot:
lately submitted to Japanese bombings. Civil Liberty in Manipur was deniec]
all along, the peasants—men and women-had been forced into offering Satyu -
graha in 1939 against the State’s probibition of export of rice and for national
assembly and by hundreds—men and women were arrested and sent to
Jjail and the Praja Mandal with its large peasant membership smashed and
suppressed. Japanesebombingsand large concentration of troops have brought
fresh sufferings on the civil population.

a) Civil population has largely been evacuated from Imphal and
such other places without arrangements being made for their removal or com~
pensation paid for the purpose;

b) local markets have been eclosed with the result that the nearest
market available is at Silchar 115 miles from Imphal;

c) the lack of marketing facilities has led to the rise of price of rica:
from Rs. 8/- to Rs. 48/~ per maund;

d) Large purchase of cattle for the purpose of the military is threat-
ening the cultivators with a dearth of bullocks for agricultural purposes;

The A. I. K. S. therefore demands of the State authorities as well ag
of the authorities of the United powers, the troops of which have been con-
cerntrated in Manipur to see that Manipuris (1) get facilities of free market,
(2) get edaquate compensation for houses and properties lost or evacuated,
(3) get foodstuff at moderate prices immediately, (4) get facilities for
cultivation, e. g., cattle, seeds etc. (5) get civil Liberty and the Praja
Mandal restored so as to enable the people to represent their grievances
and urges on the United Powers (6) to see that the grievances and sufferings
of the people and peasants are removed and the popular rear of the frontier
on which the troops of the United Powers are meeting the Japanese, is
strengthened.

14. RELEASE OF COMRADES

The All India Kisan Sabha receives with anxiety the news that Com-
rades Jagjit Singh, Bhagat Singh and some other kisan political prisoners are
lying ill in a serious condition and urges upon the Government to release
these anti-Fascist prisoners.

A"~r"<
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15. ABOLITION OF LANDLORDISM
AND FLOUD COMMISSION
RECOMMENDATION

THE All India Kisan Sabha, while reaflirming itscons idored view on
the question of abolition of [andiordisne withoup compensat®on, regrets Lo
note that the Government of Bengal, which decided to open ug» tho question,
and appointed for the purpose a commission, known as Floud «Conmission at
a great cost, has practically shelved the report of the said Com mission. The
recommendations of the commission, although they fell far short of the
ogitimate demands of the kigwns, favoured abolition of landlordism with a
partial compensation to the landlords. But the Governmemnt of Jengal
appear, however, unwilling to implement cven this into practice. Tf thig
action of theirs is an index to the attitude and measures of the other provin.
cial Governments with regard to landlordism, this is a serioms warning to
the Kisans and Kigan Sabha of India as to the chance of winning within any
short time their due demands and right to own the land the kisans till.

The Kisan Sabha therefore calls upon the kisans everywlioro to take s,
serious note of the fact and mobilise strength fully with a view to have land-

“lordism in India abolished permanently and completely against all opposi-

tion and temporising.

16. INVITATION

"T'HE Ssbha resolves that the invitation on behalf of the Andhra
Provineial Kisan Sabha to hold the Eighth Session of the All India Kignn
Sabha in Andhra be accepted.



APPENDIX 1.

Message Of The Communist Party Of India To
The Bhakna Session Of The All-India Kisan Sabha

TuE Communist Party of India greets the Session of the All-India
Kisan Sabha.

Last year at Bihta the Kisan Sabha raised the inspiring slo-
gan of national defence against the fascists, and national unity
and national Government. It declured that “‘effective people’s resigta-
nee requires immediate national unity on the basis of Congress—League a &ree-
ment and also the earliest establishment of a truly national Governmemt at
the Centre and in the Provinces.’

The Communist Party fully endorses this lead given by the
Kisan Sabha to the millions of kisans and declares that now more
than ever it has become necessary for all patriotic organisations
to work for national unity and national Government and defence.
There is netiher patriotism nor freedom without this.

The year that has passed since Bihta has brought home to every kilsan,
to every patriot, the terrible fate that awaits us if we fail to unite in time,

Taking advantage of our failure to uunite, the bureaucracy hit at the
National Congress and launched ruthless repression against the people to
erush all forces demanding a National Government,

Thousands of our countrymen uand women suffered unmentionable
indignities.

Thovsands and thousands of Lisans went through <insufferable experi-
ence; levy of collective fings, arrests, Lmnprisonment, barbarous sentences—such has
been the tale of the year that has passed—a tale which makes ws angry and
sndignant.

Together with the nation the kisan was deprived of the democratic
rights of assembly and free expression

Taking advantage of the national anger the treacherous Fifth Column
attempted to mislead the kisan into acts of means of sabotage of national
defence, looting and anarchic attacks. In the name of revolution, of freedom
ho was being provoked into scts of pillage against his countrymen, nots of
treason against his motherland through sabotage.

[
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At this critical Juncture, the All India Kisan Sabha, tene to it
Bihta resolution, its patriotic tradition, did national service in fighting
sabotage, saving the kisan from being provoked into anarn chis action
against repression and sateguarding them against bureaueratic rep rossion,

The Kisan Sabha fought against collective fines and wWon many a
battle. It fought against the [Fifih Oolumn and saved the kisans for
patriotism, freedom and national defence. It tought against dernoralisation
and convineed the kissns that the tide could be turned awgainst the
bureaucracy through national unit y.

tuis this fact which stands out toduy from the happenings of the I
year. Despite the banning of meetings, abrogation of al] rights,
and attempts to terrorise the kisan, despite the sIandcrous
propaganda of the fifth column, the Kisan Sabha has
created new record in organisation. Bombed Bengal together
with a number of other provinces including threatened Andhra
and Kerala disclose a revival of Kisan organisation and movement
—a revival which is the biggest defeat of the bureaucrat and the
disruptors.

The emergence of the kisan woman on the active Sfront, her part;-

‘wipation in Jana Raksha and Kisan Somities in Bengal and the thousands

%ho flock to the bammer of the Sabha demonstrates how the Sabha has
concrelely fought disruption and striven Jor unity.

That the revival is strongest in Bengal is a faet which is of vital
importance to the nation, Bengal, its capital Calcuta has been bombed
repeatedly. The fifth column has been exceptionally strong. The victory
of the Kisan Sabha under these circumstances means the rout of the fifth-
columnists and mass-rally of Bengal Kisans against the Japanese and for
defence.

The Communist Party congratulates the Kisan Sabha on th ese record
achievements.

At the same time the Party expects that the All-India Kisan Sabha
will not be content with these achievements. The Sabha and Kisan
have discharge still heavier responsibilities in the near future.Last
year they struggled to save disruption on the kisan front, Now
they have to come forward to actively build the Kisan Sabha into
a mighty mass organisation embracing tens of lacs of kisans.

The nation is yet in dire danger. The Japs are at the door. The
homes of Bengal kisan may any day be burnt down by enemy bombing.

In this dire danger a complacent bureaucracy rules the land. Its
autocratic rule jeopardises nationsl defence aud opens the danger of collapse,
It refuses Lo part with power aud feel itself so strang that it didn’t releaso
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Gandhiji even when his life was in danger. Left to itself the situation will
be more and more critical every day creating further and further chaos.

Under these circumstances the release of Gandhiji and Congress
leaders through national unity becomes the basic slogan, the first step
towards national Government. It must be the watchword of every Kigan—
man and woman. The Kisan Sabha must throw in its full weight to
secure the release of national leaders, to build unity on the basis
of Congress-League agreement and thus actively help in turning
-the tables against the bureaucracy and winning National Govern-
anent for defence and freedom.

With the country in this dire danger the Kisan Sabha must more
decisively intervene against sabotage and the fifth-column which conspires
to sell the Kisan to the Japanese slave-holder.

The food-famine created by the policy of the bureaucracy
Aits the kisans very hard. Once more we see that danger of
disruption stands us in the face—leading to riotings, lootings and
fight among our own countrymen.

Once again the Kisan Sabha must come forward to unite
the people and end disruption. The Sabha, with the aid of all honest
-elements from other classes must lead the struggle for fair price and against
spoculative prices of food-grains, for lowering of prices of industrial
goods and for food—committees to arrange for equitable distribution of food.

And finally the Kisan Sabha must launch a movement to
grow more food, overcome official obstacles and unite the peo-
ple in the struggle to secure more food.

Itis only by remaining in the forefront of the struggle to
secure the release of leaders, by leading the campaign for grow
more food, and fighting for the vital demands of the kisans that
the Sabha will contribute its share to national unity and solution
-of the national crisis.

~e



APPENDIX II.

KISAN SABHA MEMBERSHIP

No. of Members Quota of Member- Daonations from

Province enrolled ship for Next Year :\ir:‘)(‘;"'li‘;:’s] ;‘;;"
Andhra 55,560 1, 20,000 Rs. 500
Punjab 56,004 1, 20,000 Its. 500
Bengal 83,160 1, 60,000 Rs. 500
Kerala 14,786 25,000 Rs. 200
Utkal 4,224 10,000 Rs. 50
Surma Valley 11,500 25,000 Rs. 100
Behar 27,168 60,000 Rs. 300
U. P. 12,046 30,000 Rs. 200
sMaharashtra 9,996 25,000 Rs. 100

" Gujerat 4,636 10,000 Rs. 150
Sind 2,004 5,000 Rs. 100
Gwalior 960 2,500 Rs. 50
Agsam Valley 1,008 2,500 Rs. 25
Berar 2,448 5,000 Rs. 100

———— o _

TOTAL 2,835,500 6,00,000 Rs. 2,875
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